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Kate Lebo
SINCE KARY WROTE A PLUM POEM
(WITH CELAN IN MIND)

What I had to do I’ve done 
with my plums—

a crowd too cold
for wasps. My plums are bitter—

because they were free?—
nor is Monday new.

I’ve heard this purple before.
I’ve liked this kind of glower.

I’ve seen this tree in person
but not in dreams. 

Here I am, back to take it in my teeth. 
I remember tomorrow too. 

The plums are there—
piled in a pink colander, in a silver 

fridge, in a beige kitchen, 
in a gray house, on a block that’s losing 

grass but gaining children. 
It did rain yesterday. It did rain.

To need shelter for a new reason 
is a species of relief. 

Time for alleys to relinquish their light,
for lightpoles to insist.

Time to cook what won’t keep. 
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Kate Lebo

NEST (WITH HURSTON IN MIND)

I could tell a story that leaves the house,
finds a red shoe and puts it on,
finds a brown shoe and puts it on,
finds a blue shoe and leaves it
in the dirt between the sidewalk and the pines
where women who bathe in the river live.
An old story.
This one doesn’t end in marriage.
Reader, you are not yet tired of my things,
and you are not yet tired of me,
and you do not know our meanings
because I have not yet described them.
I could refuse.
I could let shampoo bottles bob in the rushes.
Rivergrass does look comfortable 
should one be comfortable with blending 
one’s body with the shore.
When I was a child I made mud in milk
cartons I carried to my mother 
who called my mess good work.
Now I fill my home with soft materials 
to ease my passage as I lie about the house.
I’m a good woman.
Only my tailbone knows how long 
I’ve been sitting here. It tells me 
Go—
find new minor pains.
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Stand awhile
in thick black nonmagical shoes
until a book falls off the shelf inside you,
until you accumulate fresh refusals,
until the house unmakes itself in your son’s image,
until on your behalf each room flattens into a picture of itself
and becomes a catalog of good living
where strawberry pie cools forever on the table,
and you remember each thing’s worth 
and each thing’s description,
through which you’ll build a nest
and return to meaning.

POETRY  /  KATE LEBO
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TO GET THE MILK (WITH HEANEY IN MIND)

I gather jars I washed before cream 
could make them stink. 

I unlock the car, 
sling the jar-bag inside and drive 

to the house where the milk lady 
lives. With my bag I pass 

her splendor of squash, 
her Solomon’s seal and hollyhocks,

the coral jazz of her trumpet vine, 
and the little free library 

she built to remember 
her eighth-grade girl who loved books.

I climb the stairs, 
place each jar on the porch with care

because my name is on them,
and write a check. 

Four dollars a half-gallon. 
Four half-gallons, sometimes eight.

Kate Lebo
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Then I lift the cooler’s broken lid
and lug new milk from the depths. 

The jars
are white as you’d imagine, 

heavier than you’d think,
full of what I’ll sour, 

cut, heat, hoop, and salt 
until what I make is solid as I am

and looks like a moon 
worth landing on. 

POETRY  /  KATE LEBO
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